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Whitney Opens New Building withe Site-Specific Project, Mary Hedlmann: Sunget

NEW YORK, April 23, 2015 —To coincide with the opening of iy new downtown home
in Manhattan’s Meatpacking District on May 1, Hhe Whitney Musewm of American Art
hay commissioned Mary Hellmann to- create o site-specific butallation for sy largest
owtdoor gallery, located on the building's fifiv floov. Mary Hedmann: Sunget-comprises
three main components. a pair of shotking pink geometric forms cimbping the Musewn’s
nortiv facade, a growp of forty scudptunral chaivy to- be wsed by visitors, and a video
Hellmani ot arovnmd. Hie Musenn’s new nelghborivood in 1982.

Heilmanwn (born 1940) became kinown bn tive 1970y for vibrant paintings et married
tawt abstract forms withv guivering line and vivid color. For move than thirty years she
has intermittently explored a staiv-step motif brushed within rectangular fields or
expressed thurough brregularly shaped canwases, wiiich happen to- rivyme witiv the
dromatic sethacks and grid lines of the Wihitney's new- building. This serendipitouns



conmection spired Hellmann fo- endarge a defodl of one such painting and print o
digitally on two- large panels that turn the building iself into- her carwvas and tweak ity
shhawp geometries. Extending more Han fifty feet up the facade, Hhe panels are visible
from the Highv Line, the streets to-the nortiv, and tive West Side Highway.

Hellmanw’y intervention extends to- a growp of seudptural chaivy scattered Like a shower
of confettl acvoss the terrace. Adapted from furniture sie hag displayed bn howmes and
exhibifions, the drairy will provide visitors withv a spoace to- lownge and chat witiv one
anotiver wirvile taking in tihe majestic views of the Hudson River to- the west and the
Mondnottoun skyline. Looking down from tie Musewn’s higher terraces, tive installation
willl resemble a playful abstract composition on Hie panved floor below: “Muwsenmy are
places to- hang owt;”’ Helmainn remarked, a sociol function she also- associates witiv older
New-York rooftops.

Donna De Salvo, He Musewwnwy Clhief Cuvotor and. Deputy Director for Progroms,
commented, “We designed our outdoor galleries to- nspire artists to- work un ambitions
woys that we comld never accommodate before. For tive opening of the musewm, owr hope
way to- create a setting that wowld allow- visitors to- relax and enjoy tive truly
transcendent views of the city and the water beyond, ay well as one anotiver. Mary really
grosped the spinit of ovwr bnwvifotion and exceeded all owr expectations: We're honored
that such an important artist would nangurate owr largest owtdoor terrace withv an
wuytallation so- complex yet exunberant.”’

The final component of e ngtallation Ly a large outdoor monitor that will sereen tire
debut of Hellmans video Swan Song, wirich she made in 1982 withv artist Kembra
Pfahler. Helmanin moved to- Manhattan’s west side waterfront in 1977 and dotmenteod
the neighboriood, capturing thve Light over the Hudson River, the destruction of tire
former West Side Highway, and the warehouses that dotted the ever-changing area. Thiy
work creates a poignant counterpoint to- the festive atmosphere created by e chaivs, and
offers viewers a glimpse back n time of tihe neighborivood thve Wihitney now- cally home.

Mary Hellmann: Sunget- iy organized by Scott Rotivkopf, Nancy and Steve Crown Family
Curotor and Associate Director of Programs.

Abouwt Mary Heilmann

Mary Heilmanin (born 1940) by primarily kinown for an umportant body of abstract
paintings that she hay been making since the late 19605 She studied literatire and
pointing ot the University of California, Santa Barbara, before earning an M.A. ot the
University of California, Berkeley. Hellimann hay also- worked across variouws media,
ncluding seulpture, ceromics, and furniture. She received major exihibitions at the
Hamburger Balundof, Berlin (2015); Parrisiv Musewm of Art, Sowthampton, New York
(2009); New- Musewvun of Contemporary Art, New- York (2008); Wexner Center for the Arts,
Columbus, Olhio (2008); and. Orange Covnty Musewm of Art; Newport Beach, California
(2007), among others. Her work has appeared in Huee Whhitney Blenndal exiibitions
(1972, 1989, and 2008) and iy in the collections of Hhe Musewnm of Modern Arts
Whiitney Musewm of American Art, and Orange Cownty Museum of Art: Hellmann has
lived and worked in New-York since 1968.



About the Whitney

The Whitney Musewm of Americon Art, founded un 1930 by the artist and
phidantivropist Gertrude Vanderbt Whhitney (1875-1942), lhowses tire foremost
collection of American art from tive twentietiv and twenty -flrst centries. Mrse Wiitney,
an early and ardent supporter of modern Americon art; nurtured growndbreaking artists
at o tume wiren audiences were stll largely preoceupied witiv e Old Masters: From e
vision arose the Whitney Musewm of American Arts wiich has been championing Hhe
most lnnovative aat of the Unitfed States for move than eighty yeoars: The cove of the
Whitney's mission s to- collect; preservve, uinterpret, and exihvipit Americaw ot of owr tume
aurt oo cdture n thve United States. Tharough this mission and. a steadfast commitment
to- anrtists themselves, the Wihiitney hay long been a powerful force un support of modern
in American art today.

Sponsorsivp
The nauvguration of tive FUftiv Floor Owtdoor Gallery (s sponsored by

Deutsche Bank £

Mary Hellmann: Sunget s poart of Owhide the Bow progromming witich s supported by a
generous endowment from The Jacques and Notosha Gelman Foundation.

Upcoming Exhibitions ot the Whitney Musewm of American Art

America [y Hard fo-See May 1-Sept 27, 2015
Archibald MotHey: Jazz Age Modernist Oct 2, 2015-Jan 17, 2016
Jared Madere Ot 16, 2015-Jan 3, 2016
Frank Stella Oct 30, 2015—Fel 7, 2016
Rachel Rose Oct 30—-Fe 7, 2016

The Westreichry/Wagner Collection Nov-20, 2015-Mor 6, 2016
Lawra Folfras Fel 5—May 15, 2016

I Fudl Swing: The Artof Stuart Dayiy Suwmumer/Fall 2016
Carmen Hervera Fall 2016

Dawid Wognarowiez Fall 2016/Winter 2017
Sophia Al-Maria 2016

Whitney Bienncal Spring 2017
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